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SRI Lanka's small and medium
enterprise ( SME) sector took a
significant step forward with
the launch of the ‘National
SME Strategy Framework
- SME NEXUS' in Colombo
recently.

Bringing together
Government officials, develop-
ment partners and industry
stakeholders, the initiative
aims to provide a unified road-
map to strengthen the SME
sector, improve competitive-
ness and create new opportuni-
ties for sustainable economic
growth across the country.

Chrysalis was recog-
nised by the Industry
and Entrepreneurship
Development Ministry at the
launch event for its longstand-
ing contribution to SME devel-
opment and efforts to strength-
en Sri Lanka's entreprensur-
ial ecosystem. The award was
accepted by Chrysalis CEOQ
Ashika Gunaszena on behalf of
the organisation.

Chrysalizs is a 8ri Lankan
non-profit organisation and
social enterprise that focus-
£5 0N PMPOWEring Women
and youth, driving inclu-
sive growth, and transform-
ing communities, Formerly
known as CARE Sri Lanka_ it
became an independent affili-
ate of CARE International in
2016

During the event, Chrysalis
was specifically acknowl-
edged for its technical and col-
laborative contributions to
national SME development
efforts, including support-

ing the simplification of the
Business Name Registration
process and assisting the
Ministry in strengthening the
Mational Industry Database,
among other initiatives aimed
at improving efficiency and
access within the SME ecosys:
tem

The recognition highlights
Chrvsalis’ continued work
in supporting women-owned
and women- and vouth-led
enterprises, livelihoods, entre-
preneurship, and inclusive

economic growth across Sri
Lanka.

The SME NEXUS initia-
tive introduces a strengthened
national approach to SME devel-
upment through a a-pmnged

strategy framework. Developed
by the Ministry of Industry and
Entrepreneurship Development
with input from the SME
Advisory Committee and kewv
ecosystem stakeholders, the
framework serves as a national
platform for engagement.

It iz designed to encourage
broader stakeholder participa-
tion, strengthen partnerships,
and align efforts across the
SME ecosystem to improve
coordination and effective

This recognition comes as
Chrysalis marks its 10th anni-
versary on 10 May, celebrating
a decade of community-driven
development and social impact.

“The organisation’ works
across gender equality, vouth
leadership, =ocial inchision, cli-

mate resilience, peace building,
and economic empowerment.

Commenting on the recogni-
tion, Ashika Gunasena said:
“This recognition reflects the
collective efforts of the com-
munities, entreprensurs,
partners, and stakeholders
we have worked with over
the past decade. We believe
inclusive entrepreneurship
and sustainable livelihoods
are key to building resilient
communities and a stronger
ECONOIMY .

Chrysalis welcomed the
launch of *SME NEXUS' as an
important step toward sup-
porting innovation, digital
transformation, and sustain.
ahle growth opportunities for
SMEsacross SriLanka.

The organisation reaffirmed
its commitment fo advancing
inclusive entrepreneurship
and supporting resilient enter-
prizes that contribute to Sri
Lanka's long-term economic
transformation.

Cabinet clears procurer
dviation communicatiol

THE Cabinet on Monday
approved the initiation
of procurement for a new
Aeronautical Message
Handling Svstem (AMHS) for
Ajrport and Aviation Services
(Sri Lanka) Ltd., (AASL), as the
existing platform approaches
the end of 1ts operational life.

Cabinet Spokezperson and
Minister Dr. Nalinda Javatissa
said the project is intended to
modernise a critical communi-
cations system used for opera-
tional and safety-related infor-
mation exchange among avia-
tion stakeholders both locally
and internationally.

The Aeronautical Message
Handling System serves as a
key component of air naviga-
tion operations, facilitating the
transmission of operational
and =afety messages between
airports, airlines and aviation
authorities.

According to the
Government, the existing Air




